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MEMO IVF Para Va’a Racing Plan and Rules  
for IVF World Distance Championships 2025 

Niterói, Brazil 
 

• All para categories that have more than one (1) IVF/ICF classified entry will be run as bona 

fide world championship events. There will be no V1 exhibition events.  

 

• The V6 Mixed para category only has one (1) entry – Brazil  

• This category will be run as an exhibition race on Day 2 of the competition  

• The maximum number of entries that will be accepted for the V6 Mixed Para Va’a Race 

will be six (6)  

• All rules will apply as per standard for Para Va’a V6: 

- V6 require the team to include 2 women, a low-point paddler - VL1 or 2 - and to not 

exceed 18 points in total. 

- V6s may integrate paddlers with neurological impairment. This race will be an 

exhibition event. 

- The distance of the V6 exhibition race will be 8km  

 

• Given sufficient entries (two or more), there will be a dedicated V1 event for paddlers with 

visual impairment. 

• In a V6, visually impaired paddlers are given 4 points  

Neurological Impairment  

• In an effort to be more inclusive, the IVF will be trialling the inclusion of paddlers with 

neurological impairments (NI) such as spasticity, ataxia and athetosis. There is currently 

no research base for classifying paddlers with NI and as such our classifiers will use their 

skill and experience to allocate paddlers with NI to a classification that best represents 

their impairment in comparison with the existing classification (VL2, VL3, VL4)  

• Neurologically impaired paddlers who would be equivalent to a VL1 would be considered 

ineligible for this exhibition event.  

• Neurologically impaired paddlers will be given NI classifications.  

 

• Any race that integrates paddlers with a neurological classification will be run as an 

exhibition event. 

• Neurologically impaired paddlers must have paddled before and provide their paddling 

history prior to classification.  



 

Classifications 

• All paddlers (including those with neurological impairment) wishing to present for 

classification (at the championship) must submit supporting documents from their 

specialist consultant or general practitioner. These could, for example, be clinic letters, X-

rays or MRIs (forms are available here) 

 

• All classification documents are to be sent to paravaa@ivfiv.org and admin@ivfiv.org by 

July 14th from the country Area Coordinator  

 

• Classification at the Championship will be available for four days from 13th August onwards. A 

classification schedule will be published once final numbers are determined.  

 

For any questions, please contact admin@ivfiv.org  
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